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SUBJECT: LIBYAN-SOVIET RELATIONS: NOT SO SMOOTH 

1 . DURING RECENT CONVERSATION AT JORDANIAN RECEPTION SOVIET DCM 
SOULTANOV AGAIN REGALED ME ON SUBJECT OF INSTABILITY OF 
LIBYAN REGIME. HE BELIEVES THAT QADHAFI'S CURRENT ATTEMPTS 

TO SUPPRESS CONSERVATIVE RELIGIOUS LEADERS IS DANGEROUS AND 
COULD HAVE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES. SOULTANOV SAID SOVIETS 
ARE HOPEFUL THAT QADHAFI WOULD WEATHER DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE 
HIS DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE LEADERSHIP WOULD LEAD TO SERIOUS 
AND DANGEROUS DISORDERS WITHIN LIBYA WHICH COULD PLACE IN 
JEOPARDY WELFARE AND SAFETY OF ALL FOREIGNERS. SOULTANOV 
ADDED THAT SOVIET EMBASSY WAS NOW RECEIVING EXTRA PROTECTIVE 
SURVEILLANCE BY LIBYAN PLAINCLOTHES POLICE AGENTS. HE 
BELIEVED REASON FOR ADDED SECURITY WAS LIBYAN FEARS OF 
POSSIBLE DISSIDENT ACTION AGAINST SOVIET EMBASSY. 
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2. SOULTANOV SAID MANY DIFFICULTIES PLAGUED LIBYAN- 
SOVIET RELATIONS. CURRENT AND MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM WAS 
SLOW PAYMENTS BY LIBYA FOR PURCHASES FROM USSR. HE 
CLAIMED SOVIET EMBASSY HERE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
MOSCOW TO PRESS LIBYANS FOR PROMPT PAYMENT OF PAST DUE 
OBLIGATIONS. 
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3. IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION (MAY 31) SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
ANISSIMOV CONFIRMED THAT THERE WERE INDEED PROBLEMS IN 
LIBYAN-SOVIET RELATIONS. HE SAID LIBYA WAS HIS MOST 
DIFFICULT POST. DESPITE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON POLITICAL 
MATTERS, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RELATIONS WERE FAR FROM 
SATISFACTORY. HE CLAIMED LARGE SOVIET COMMUNITY CAUSED 
HIM CONSTANT HEADACHES. MOST PROBLEMS AROSE, HE SAID, 

FROM SOVIET CITIZENS MAKING THEIR OWN BOOZE AND ATTRACTING 
THE UNFAVORABBLE ATTENTION OF LIBYAN POLICE. ANISSIMOV 
SAID HE ENVIED THE US POSITION OF SATISFACTORY CULTURAL 

AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BUT WITHOUT POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT. 
HE FINDS QADHAFI VERY INDEPENDENT MINDED AND OFTEN UNPRE- 
DICTABLE. 

4. PURPOSE OF GRATUITOUS REMARKS ESCAPES ME. PRESUMABLY 
SOVIETS FEELING SOMEWHAT INSECURE AND ARE PROBING. 

LIQUIDITY PROBLEM THROUGH WHICH LIBYA CURRENTLY PASSING 
MAY INDEED AFFECT PAYMENTS TO SOVIETS. ALSO LI KE LY THAT 
DIFFERENCES OVER ERITREAN QUESTION ARE PLAGUING RELATIONS. 
CARLE 
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